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WHATISNIMBYISM?

byFounderandChiefMedicalOfficerDr.ErnieFletcher

NIMBYstandsfor"NotInMyBackyard"andNIMBYism
typicallyreferstodevelopmentopponentsfearfulofa
lossinpropertyvalue.Acommontacticistoportray
developersasoutsidersprofitingattheexpenseoflocals.
Personalattacksintheruralareaswhereweworkcanbe
particularlyhurtfulbecauseeveryoneknowseveryone.
Inextremecases,NIMBYismcanevengoBANANA's,as
in"BuildAbsolutelyNothingAnywhereNearAnything.

TheNIMBYismwemostoftenencountercomesfroma

beliefthatnewRecoveryResidenceswillbringinorcater
tocriminalactivity.Andthoughfearisnotalwaysbased
onrealityandcanexploitstigma,activistscanpresent
significantchallengestoRecoveryHousing,causing
costlydesignchanges,constructiondelays,andpermit
denials.

Inourexperience,proactiveoutreachand
communicationcaninmanycasesovercomeNIMBYism.
Thismonth'sissueofourNewsletterprovides"Best
Practice"guidancefordealingwithNIMBYismand
explainshowtheproperframingofpublicdiscussioncan
enhanceyourchancesofsuccess. Gretiper
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